
Heating Fuel Tank Seminar





Propane Fuel Oil

BTU’s

138,000 per gallon

BTU’s

91,000 per gallon



Propane Oil Heat
+125 F-156 F

Flash Point: The minimum temperature at which a liquid gives off vapor to form an ignitable mixture with the air 
near the surface of the liquid. The lower the flash point, the easier it is to ignite a liquid solvent.
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Propane Tank

-44 F 

pressure vessel

12 gauge steel (0.1 inches)

Vented

3 gauge….about 1/4 inch

120 gallons

275 gallons

Fuel Oil Tank



Propane Tank Fuel Oil Tank



New Tanks and 
Existing Tanks

Oilheat and Kerosene





Less than 1/10 of 1% of tanks fail annually



Oil Tanks

1) A fuel oil tank can not be filled if it has leaks, drips, 
pitting, rust, dents, cracks or corrosion. 



Oil Tanks



2) The tank must be on 
a stable foundation.







3) If the fuel line between the tank and the burner is below grade, it 

must be either plastic coated copper or sleeved.  





4) All tanks need to have a working vent alarm. 



5) The fill pipe and vent pipe must have a minimum diameter of 1-1/4 inch.





Over 2300 tanks have been tagged 





 

http://vermontfuel.com/list


www.vermontfuel.com/tank



Must remove Vent, Fill, and Tank when converting to Natural Gas



No pump overs unless treated or emergency

Burn up the oil in the 
tank before you 
replace it.


Never pump the oil 
from old tank into the 
new tank!


The sludge from old 
tank can kill the new 
tank quickly (11 
month old tank)



vermontfuel.com/tankassist

VGreen Energy Improvement Loans

Funds for Tank Replacement

The Vermont Petroleum Cleanup Fund (PCF) offers financial 

assistance to residential tank owners toward the removal, 

replacement, or upgrade of both aboveground and underground 

fuel oil storage tanks.Qualified applicants may be eligible to receive 

up to $2,000 for an indoor tank, up to $3,000 for an outdoor tank, 

and up to $4,000 for an underground tank.The financial assistance 

program expenditure is capped at $400,000 per fiscal year (FY) 

from July 1 to June 30.  Work completed prior to application 

approval is not eligible for financial assistance. More information on 

the Vermont Tank Financial Assistance Program can be found at 

the Agency of Natural Resources, Department of Environmental 

Conservation website.

http://vermontfuel.com/tankassist


The Vermont Fuel Tank Rebate Program is closed.

Thanks to $300,000 in grant 
funding from the National 
Oilheat Research Alliance, 

VFDA helped 1200 Vermont 
families purchase a new oil 
tank to ensure that clean 

burning oilheat is delivered 
safely and stored securely.



Black Galvanized Steel

Coated Copper Fuel Line


Fuel Gauge

Concrete Foundation





www.vermontfuel.com/tank

Possible Changes in 2024

http://www.vermontfuel.com/tank
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__K1l3GxHa8


Selling a Home with Propane

 Vermont Law (CP111)
and the 

Pre-Sale Checklist



420 pounds

120 gallons

1 pounds

16 ounces 20 pounds


4.6 gallons 100 pounds

24 gallons

500 gallons



Most propane tanks are not owned by the property owner, and 
propane dealers are not permitted to fill a tank without permission of 
the tank owner.

Under state law, when terminating service to their consumer, 
propane dealers must refund their consumer for fuel remaining in the 
tank. State law does not provide for propane dealers to direct any 
refund to another party, or to determine who has the legal right to the 
fuel or refund due for the fuel. Dealers must issue a refund to their 
consumer.

State law defines a propane consumer as: “...any person who 
purchases propane, for consumption and not for resale, through a 
meter or has propane delivered to one or more storage tanks of 
2000 gallons or less.” If the property buyer has not purchased 
propane for the property, they are not the consumer and cannot 
receive the refund required when service is terminated.

If a tank has been on the property for more than 12 months, the 
propane dealer may not charge any fee relating to termination of 
service, including tank removal (even if tank is underground).



Seller: Notify the propane dealer of the impending sale and closing date as soon 
as it is known. The seller should make arrangements for the propane dealer to 
terminate their account, including taking a measurement of any remaining fuel 
and resolving any balance associated.

Seller: Determine tank ownership by reviewing their contract, contacting the 
propane dealer and/or contacting the town clerk to determine if there is a UCC 
filing regarding the tank. If the tank is owned by the property seller, the seller 
may negotiate transfer of fuel to buyer.

Seller: Arrange tank removal if tank is owned by the propane dealer and the 
buyer does not wish to continue with service through that dealer.

Buyer: Notify seller and make arrangements for propane service by contacting 
the seller’s current propane dealer. Seller should provide fuel usage information 
so the buyer can obtain accurate pricing information.

Buyer: Check tank ownership by requesting documentation demonstrating tank 
is owned by seller or contract that indicates tank is owned by propane dealer. 
Another dealer might not provide service if they cannot determine tank 
ownership.

Pre-Sale 
Checklist:



vermontfuel.com/propaneform



www.meadowhillvt.com 

802-318-2190 Voice/Text

matt@meadowhillvt.com


mailto:matt@meadowhillvt.com

